
using concrete objects and 
pictorial representations, 
including those involving 
numbers, quantities and 
measures (Addition and 
Subtraction Year 2) 

NC Objectives

How can we add these numbers? 
What can we use to help us?  

The answer is too small, what can 
we do?  

Copied sheets of 
problem 

Number lines to support 
addition.  

Enlarged copies of 
recording tables from 
problem sheets 

Counters to represent 
eggs 

Children should make a trial and 
evaluate if the answer is too big or 
too small. If the answer is too 
small, they should select a bigger 
number card to solve the problem.  

Children should realise that many 
solutions are possible and so,e may 
begin to work systematically, e.g. 
finding different solutions that 
have 1 egg in the first nest, then 3 
and so on. 

Key Questions
Resources Problem based learning

The Big Picture
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add and subtract one-digit and two-
digit numbers to 20, including zero 
(Addition and Subtraction Year 1) 

To develop their recognition of 
patterns in the number system (for 
example, odd and even numbers) 
(Place value, notes and guidance, year 
1) 

Ask the children if 
they have ever seen 
birds eggs in a nest. 
How many eggs do 
birds lay?  

Revise odd and even 
numbers by looking at 
pictures of eggs in 
nests and counting 
them. 

Introduce the PitSTOP 
2 problem to the 
children. Model using 
a trial by 
improvement strategy 
to make 7 and using 
the bar model to 
support addition. 
Consolidate odd and 
even numbers as 
needed.  
Children to attempt 
PitSTOP 3 in pairs at 
the carpet. 

Explain and give out 
PitSTOP 4 for 
children to complete 
in pairs. Tell children 
that there is more 
than one solution. 
Children to report 
back and share 
solutions and 
strategies.  
Support: PitSTOP 1 

Show PitSTOP 5 to 
the children and 
model using trial by 
improvement to find 
possible solutions, 
adjusting when your 
trials are too big or 
too small. Revise 
even numbers less 
than 10 and model 
addition strategies 
e.g. number line.    

As pupils are ready, 
give out PitSTOP 
PitSTOP 6 for 
children to complete 
independently.  

Support: continue 
with PitSTOP 4 or 5 
Extension: PitSTOP 7

Children to share 
their ranges of 
solutions and how 
they found them. 
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C2 
Eggs In The Nest

Recommended for year 2 
Strategy C - Trial By Improvement 
Children should make trials that they gradually  
improve through mathematical reasoning


