
recognise and know the value of 
different denominations of coins 
and notes (Measurement Year 1)

NC Objectives

What coins do you know?  
Can we make the same amount in 
different ways?  
What are ‘copper’ coins? 
What are ‘silver’ coins?  

Copied sheets of 
problem.  

Educational coins 
or real coins for 
demonstration.  

Children must understand that 
they can make trials by selecting 
some coins, add them up to make 
a total and see if they have the 
total that the problem requires.  

Many children will “work 
backwards” and see what coins 
are needed to make a total.  

Key Questions
Resources Problem based learning

The Big Picture
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Using quantities and objects, they add 
and subtract two single-digit numbers 
(Early Learning Goals, number) 

recognise and use symbols for pounds 
(£) and pence (p); combine amounts to 
make a particular value (Measurement 
Year 2) 

Recommended for year 1 
Strategy B - Trial and Error 
Children should use a sensible guess or 
trial to find out the answer. 

Ask children if they 
like lollipops. Ask 
them if they have 
ever used coins to 
pay for something in 
a shop. Explain 
today’s problem: that 
Aisha has bough a 
lollipop but we are 
not sure which coins 
she has used. 

Introduce the 
PitSTOP 2 problem to 
the children. Model 
how we can use 
copper coins  to 
make 10p.  

Children to discuss 
and show another 
example. 

Children to 
investigate PitSTOP 
4 in pairs - 
making 7p with 
copper coins and 
report back. 

Support: PitSTOP 1 
Extension: what if 
she could use silver 
coins as well?  

Show PitSTOP 5 and 
model how make 
specific amounts 
using silver coins 
too. Explain which 
are the silver coins if 
needed. Children to 
model possible 
answers on the IWB.  

As children are 
ready to work 
independently, give 
out PitSTOP 6 and 
explain the problem.  

Support: PitSTOP 5 
Extension: PitSTOP 7

What coins could 
Aisha have used?  

How did you total 
them?  

What did you use 
to help you? 
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B1 
Lovely Large Lollipop


