
recall and use addition and 
subtraction facts to 20 fluently, and 
derive and use related facts up to 
100 (year 2, addition and 
subtraction)

NC Objectives

How can we add all these 
candles?  

What are odd and even numbers? 

Can you see a pattern?   

Copied sheets of 
problem 

Mini-whiteboards 
for jottings. 

Children should realise that the 
number of candles goes up or 
down by one and that they must 
add the totals to get the solution.  

Key Questions
Resources Problem based learning

The Big Picture

Stickability
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Add and subtract one-digit and two-
digit numbers to 20, including zero 
(year 1, addition and subtraction)

Recommended for Year 2 
Strategy E - Find The Pattern. 
Children must  look for a pattern to help 
them solve the problem.  

Ask the children if 
they have a teddy 
bear. Tell them that 
today’s problem is 
about a teddy bear 
called Lico who has a 
birthday cake! 

Introduce the 
PitSTOP 2 problem to 
the children. Model 
how to calculate the 
number of candles 
on each cake and 
using addition to 
find the total 
amount of candles. 

Give out PitSTOP 4 
and ensure that 
children understand 
the task.  

Support: PitSTOP 1 or 
3.  
Extension: children to 
discuss the pattern 
that they see and 
predict how many 
candles would be on 
the cakes next year 
(on the sheet) 

Show PitSTOP 5 to 
the children and 
model how to find 
the tenth and 
fifteenth animal by 
extending the 
pattern, recording as 
you go.  

As pupils are ready, 
give out PitSTOP 
PitSTOP 6 for 
children to complete 
independently. Check 
that they understand 
the task and odd/
even numbers.  

Support: continue 
with PitSTOP 5 
Extension: PitSTOP 7

Children to share 
how they arrived 
at the solution 
and share addition 
strategies, e.g. 
number line, 
number bonds, 
known facts.  
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E2  
Lico’s Birthday


