
to recognise and create repeating 
patterns with objects and with 
shapes. 

(Notes and guidance Year 1, Place 
Value)

NC Objectives

What is the pattern? 

What comes next? How do you 
know?  

How will you find out what is in 
tenth place?  

Copied sheets of 
problem 

Mini-whiteboards 
for jottings. 

Children must first identify the 
existing pattern and then repeat 
this pattern to predict what comes 
next. Children must then use 
jottings to extend the sequence to 
find what comes in the next place 
and several places after that, e.g. 
the 15th place. 

Key Questions
Resources Problem based learning

The Big Picture

Stickability
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Pupils practise counting (1, 2, 3…), 
ordering (for example, first, second, 
third…), and to indicate a quantity 
(for example, 3 apples, 2 centimetres), 
including solving simple concrete 
problems, until they are fluent (place 
value, year 1, notes and guidance)

Recommended for Year 1 
Strategy E - Find The Pattern. 
Children must  look for a pattern to help 
them solve the problem.  

Ask the children if 
they have ever seen 
toys on a shelf in a 
toy shop. Tell them 
that today’s problem is 
all about toys at the 
toy shop. 

Introduce the 
PitSTOP 2 problem to 
the children. Model 
how to look at the 
pattern and say that 
animal names out 
loud to predict hat 
comes next, and what 
would come after. 

Give out PitSTOP 4 
for children to 
complete in pairs.  

Support: PitSTOP 1 or 
3.  
Extension: what would 
come after? What 
would be in 15th 
place?  

Show PitSTOP 5 to 
the children and 
model how to find 
the tenth and 
fifteenth animal by 
extending the 
pattern, recording as 
you go.  

As pupils are ready, 
give out PitSTOP 
PitSTOP 6 for 
children to complete 
independently.  

Support: continue 
with PitSTOP 5 
Extension: PitSTOP 7

Children to share 
their solutions for 
all the sequences 
on the main 
problem (PitSTOP 
6) and share how 
they solved them, 
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